
Saplings planted on degraded forest patches
for increasing green cover
Over 2.64 lakh saplings have been planted so far under the Restoration of Degraded Forests Landscape
Project in the Villupuram Forest Division, with financial assistance from the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development
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The Forest Department has embarked on a mass afforestation drive to enhance green cover on degraded forest

patches at 10 Forest Ranges in the Villupuram Forest Division, comprising Villupuram and Kallakurichi districts.

Over 2.64 lakh saplings of native tree species have been planted so far under the Restoration of Degraded Forests

Landscape Project, with financial assistance from the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development

(NABARD).

The work includes efforts to ensure soil and moisture conservation (rainwater harvesting structures), formation of

new permanent central nurseries for raising good quality seedlings to increase tree cover, forest fire protection and

disaster management.

“The idea is to use vacant patches on reserve forests to plant the seedlings. Lands on reserve forests were chosen

when the Tamil Nadu government launched a project in 2022 to combat invasive plants and enhance green cover,”

District Forest Officer Sumesh Soman said.

The Forest Department has identified degraded lands for restoration in the 10 ranges, and planted saplings of a

variety of native trees such as Vilvam, Jamun, Vengai, Neem, Pungam, Wood apple, Tamarind, Iluppai, Manila

tamarind, Arjuna, Sisoo, Amla and Soapnut. “One forest patch in Chettikuppam reserve forest, 5 km from Kaliveli

wetlands, and a bird sanctuary in Villupuram district are also being restored. The reserve forest area in

Chettikuppam covered 52 hectares, and has a mix of Casuarina, Neem and a few native shrubs. The area was

degraded and the canopy cover was much less than 30%,” he added. “Planting with the assistance and resources of

the Auroville Botanical Gardens was also taken up, and 8,000 seedlings of rare and endangered Tropical Dry

Evergreen species were planted in the Chettikuppam reserve forest. The saplings are being irrigated during lean

seasons continuously under the scheme,” Mr. Soman further said.
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The work at Chettikuppam aims at providing a green coastal buffer plantation with native species, protecting

inland areas from cyclonic winds, increasing the fresh water carrying capacity of the land, and providing habitats to

various species of birds and butterflies.

Forest department officials said fences had been erected around the saplings to curb trespassing, and grazing by

animals. The saplings would be irrigated using borewells. A contour bund would be created on the land to capture

rainwater within the area to enhance soil moisture. Small ponds have been created on the low-lying area of the land

to and store surplus water.

 


